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1st Grade – Launching the Writing Workshop, Unit 1
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Mentor Texts –  Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing
· This is a suggested list to consider when collecting possible mentor text.  Please review books you have available that also meet the criteria and add to the list.

· Criteria for 1st Grade mentor text:  1) Story with a narrow focus – a small moment vs. an “all about” or many moments story, 2) Real life story about things we (people) do, 3) Students can relate to the storyline (important moment from their lives), 4) Easily identifiable beginning, middle and end, 5) Most of the time, the person writing is the main character and a real person, 6) Events are told in order, 7) Details included, and 8) High interest level to this age group.

	Literature – Trade Book Suggestions

	Title
	Author
	Notes to Teacher

	Joshua’s Night Whispers
	Angela Johnson
	

	Salt Hands
	Jane Chelsea Aragon
	Teacher Tube Link:(http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?video_id=119722 (short commercial at beginning)

	Shortcut
	Donald Crews
	

	The Leaving Morning
	Angela Johnson
	

	Night of the Veggie Monster
	George McClements
	Also included in 2nd grade’s revision unit

	Kitchen Dance
	Maurie Manning
	Also included in 2nd grade’s mentor list

	A Chair for My Mother
	Vera William
	

	Canoe Days
	Gary Paulsen
	Higher level book but excellent details and story line

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Student Authored Work                                           Code: SW

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Teacher Authored Work                                           Code: TW                          

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Mentor Texts – Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing, Continued
	Common Core                                                             Code: CC

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Teachers College  (www.readingandwritingproject.com)            Code: TC

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	Aixa
	The Missing Trofy
	See Reading and Writing Project from Teachers College (especially The Missing Trofy by Aixa) for good examples of student work -  Link: http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/resources/student-writing/first-grade.html

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Websites                                                                      Code: WWW

	www.readingandwritingproject.com  (Teacher’s College)

	

	

	

	

	

	


My Small Moment Ideas...
	
	

	
	

	
	


Resource 1

Writing Process Steps
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	Ways to Practice My Story

                              *Self
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	Ways to Practice My Story

                              *Self

[image: image22.png]



                           *Partner

[image: image5.jpg]28




                           *Story Hand 

[image: image23.png]



                    *Story Across Pages 

                        --Touch pages


[image: image24.emf][image: image25.emf][image: image26.emf] 
Sketch

[image: image6]
 Biondo, May 2011




/////
[image: image27.emf][image: image28.emf][image: image29.jpg]S

OaklandSchools



[image: image30.jpg]


[image: image31.jpg]




Grade 1- Unit 1 Launching

Name:  _________________________________________
	I checked for…
	
	
	My partner checked

	
	capital “I”
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	word wall words


	[image: image34.jpg]



	

	
	spaces between words
	
	

	
	all the sounds in words
	 
	

	
	end punctuation
	
	

	
	capitals at the front of sentences
	The cat is black.


	


 Editing Checklist 

Name_________________________________



Date ___________________________________

My Small Moments Reflection

After learning about Small Moments I now know…


In my story I tried…

I became a stronger writer by…

Assessment – 1st Grade Unit 1: Launching with Small Moments Profile of Teaching and Learning Points 
	Student Names
	Writers have strategies for gathering ideas.


	Writers narrow the focus of their ideas, thinking about where their story begins and ends.
	Writers tell their stories across their fingers.
	Writers tell their stories using a storyteller’s voice.
	Writers sketch pictures to plan their ideas (optional lesson).
	Writers sketch their ideas across the pages (beginning, middle, and end).
	Writers stretch words slowly writing the sounds they hear.


	Writers add more words by checking their sketches.
	Writers write what characters say  (add detail of dialogue).
	Writers show where they are by the words they use (add detail of setting).
	Writers have an important job to do during a writing conference.
	Writers use punctuation to improve their small moment stories. (.!?)


	Writers write endings that end-in-the-moment.
	Writers reread to make sure their stories stayed focused
	Writers celebrate qualities of good writing.
	Writers identify readable and unreadable writing.


	Partners share each other’s pieces giving kind compliments and suggestions.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment – 1st Grade Unit 1: Launching with Small Moments Profile of Teaching and Learning Points 
	Student Names
	Partners identify focus:  Is it on topic? What are you trying to show me?
	Partners share each other’s piece asking:  Does it look right? Does it sound right? Does it make sense?
	Partners share each other’s piece to edit for spelling
	Partners share each other’s piece to edit for punctuation.
	Writers focus on finishing touches using an editing checklist
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1st Grade–Launching with Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing Unit Proficiency Checklist

Name: ____________________________________________Date: _________________________________

Proficiency checklists guide teachers on what to provide instruction and additional assistance on during the unit, as well as beyond the unit.  See Proficiency Guidelines in the K-2 Writing Assessment Package for additional information. 

	What are this writer’s strengths?
	What are the next teaching points for this writer?




Approaching Proficiency with Launching with Small Moments

· Does not yet meet requirements for Proficient

Proficient (Meets Standards) with Launching with Small Moments

 Proficient students must meet all bold and 4 of 5 un-bolded proficient criteria

· (P) Generates story ideas using organizer (Resource 1)  (Session 1)

· (T) Narrow, focused “Zoomed” Small Moment (One time, one place) (Session 2)

· (T) Sequential narrative “Bit-by-Bit” using My Story Planning Organizer (R2) (Session 2, 3)

· (T) Sequential narrative that ends in the moment (close-in ending) (Session 12)

· (P) Consistently shows evidence of rehearsal of ALL steps for how to write a story (think, picture, say, sketch, write) (Session 3, 4, 5a, 5, 7) 

· (P) Writes 3 to 4 small moment stories a week, across 3-5 pages, 2-4 sentences per page (Immersion, Session 1-10, 14)

· (T) Sketches story across pages that includes beginning, middle and end (Session 5a, 5)

· (P) Demonstrates knowledge of workshop routines (partnerships) (Session 10, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19)   

· (T) Adds details (thoughts, feelings, actions, dialogue, setting) (Session 7, 8, 9)

· (L) Hear and record all beginning and ending sounds and most middle sounds (Session 6) 

· (P) Evidence of Revision (rereading for focus and readability) (Session 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18)

· (P/L) Edits for ending punctuation and spelling (Session 11, 19, 20)  
See page 26 of the ELA CCSS document for all 1st Grade Language Standards

Exceeding Proficiency with Launching with Small Moments

 Students must meet all the Proficient and Exceeding Proficiency criteria

· (T) Generates story ideas using multiple organizers (Resource 1)  (Session 1)

· (T) Uses story teller voice to write story (Active voice) (Session 4)

· (T) Writes more than 4 small moment stories a week, across 3-5 pages, 2-4 sentences per page (Abstract, Immersion, Session 1-10, 14)

T-Text Types and Purposes   R-Research to Build and Present Knowledge   P-Production and Distribution of Writing  L-Language

Created by Melissa Wing, Genesee Intermediate School District, Kathy Smith, Bendle Public Schools, Pam Bachner and Aimee Torok, Grand Blanc Schools. (Updated July 2013)

Each lesson has a share component. Modify based on students’ needs.  The following are other share options.

Some Possibilities for Purposeful Use of the Share Time


	Name
	Purpose
	Method

	Follow-Up on Mini-Lesson
	To reinforce and/or clarify the teaching point
	· Share an exemplar model (student or teacher)

· Share a student who had difficulty and the way in which he/she solved the problem

· Share the story of a conference from the independent work time

· Provide another opportunity for active engagement

· Provide a prompt to initiate student conversation, “Turn and tell your partner…”

	Problem Solving
	To build community and solve a problem
	

	Review
	· To recall previous strategies /prior learning

· To build repertoire of strategies

· To contextualize learning
	Pose a “review” question to the class: “Today we learned one revision strategy. What other revision strategies do you use?” These strategies may be listed on a chart.

	Looking Ahead to Tomorrow
	Introduce a new teaching point – set-up for the next mini-lesson
	

	Celebratory
	· Celebration of learning

· Boost student morale

· Promote membership in the “literacy club”
	· Share the work of 2-3 students

· Provide an opportunity for a whole class share: “You are all such amazing writers - you wrote so much today! Writers, hold up your open notebooks so that we can see all of the great work you have done.”


Source:  Teachers College Reading and Writing Project
Name_______________________________ Date_____________
	


_ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________  Date_______________
	


X_____________________________________________________

X_____________________________________________________

X_____________________________________________________

X_____________________________________________________
Student Self Reflections – Create a Self Reflection to meet students’ needs.

Please see pages 5-7 in K-2 Formative-Assessment Packet for MAISA Writing Units on Atlas Rubicon under Assessment Tasks. 
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