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Mentor Texts – Launching the Writing Workshop: Approximating Small Moments
· This is a suggested list to consider when collecting possible mentor text.  Please review books you have available that also meet the criteria and add to the list.
· Kindergarten grade Small Moment text criteria:  1) Small moment, focus on a real life story, 2) Readable with teacher assistance, 3) Students can relate to story (important moments from their lives), 4) Easily identifiable plot line – events easy to Identify and list, 5) Details included (), 6) High interest level.  
	Literature – Trade Book Suggestions

	Title
	Author
	Notes to Teacher

	Bippity Bop Barbershop
	Natasha Anastasia Tarpley
	Read during immersion phase

	Hot Dogs
	Beverly Randall (Rigby)
	Read during immersion phase

	Hello Ocean
	Pam Munoz Ryan
	Read during immersion phase

	Max at the Seashore
	Kate Pope and Liz Pope
	Read during immersion phase

	Molly in the Garden
	Kate Pope and Liz Pope
	Read during immersion phase

	Night Shift Daddy
	Eileen Spinelli
	Read during immersion phase

	Peter’s Chair
	Ezra Jack Keats
	Read during immersion phase

	The Big Kick
	Beverly Randall (Rigby)
	Read during immersion phase

	Wake Up, Dad!
	Beverly Randall (Rigby)
	Read during immersion phase


 
	Student Authored Work                                           Code: SW

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Teacher Authored Work                                           Code: TW                          

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Common Core                                                             Code: CC

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Teachers College  (www.readingandwritingproject.com)            Code: TC

	Author
	Topic/Title 
	Notes to Teacher

	Nisat
	
	http://tc.readingandwritingproject.com/
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How to write a story?
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Ways to Practice My Story

	
Ways to Practice My Story
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                      *Partner
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	Speaker/Listener Chart

	Speaker
	Listener

	· Uses a voice    
     people can         
      hear
· Looks at the  
     audience
· Tells about 
     something   
      they know and              
      can do
	· Looks at speaker 
· Listens with ears 
· Voices turned off 
· Thinks about the story
· Responds to the story at the end






Kindergarten–Launching Writing Workshop Unit Proficiency Checklist*

Name: ____________________________________________Date: _____________________

Proficiency checklists guide teachers on what to provide instruction and additional assistance on during the unit, as well as beyond the unit.  See Proficiency Guidelines in the K-2 Writing Assessment Package for additional information. 

	What are this writer’s strengths?
	What are the next teaching points for this writer?
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     The following should be observed multiple times during this unit:

· (T) Consistently shows evidence of rehearsal of ALL steps for how to write a story (think, picture, say, sketch, write) (Session 2, 3, 7) 
· (T) Sketch and label as a means to rehearse (Session 4, 7)
· (P) Sketches across page(s) (Session 3—See Tips Section )
· (P) Demonstrates writing stamina (Session 5, 13)
· (P) Demonstrates knowledge of workshop routines (using supplies, organizes folder, rereads, partnership work, etc.) (Session 6, 12, 13, 15)
· (L) Hear and record some beginning and ending sounds (Session 8, 9, 10, 11)
· (P) Revises  for audience through pictorial clarification or improvement  (Session 14, 15)

See page 26 of the ELA CCSS document for all Kindergarten Language Standards


*This checklist does not have levels of proficiency because the skills taught in this unit are foundational for all types of writing and writers.  In addition, this unit focuses on routines, building independence, and the process of writing.  

T-Text Types and Purposes   R-Research to Build and Present Knowledge   P-Production and Distribution of Writing   L-Language

Created by Melissa Wing, Genesee Intermediate School District, Kathy Smith, Bendle Public Schools, Pam Bachner and Aimee Torok, Grand Blanc Schools. (Updated July 2013)



Each lesson has a share component. Modify based on students’ needs.  The following are other share options.

Some Possibilities for Purposeful Use of the Share Time
 
	Name
	Purpose
	Method

	Follow-Up on Mini-Lesson
	To reinforce and/or clarify the teaching point
	· Share an exemplar model (student or teacher)
· Share a student who had difficulty and the way in which he/she solved the problem
· Share the story of a conference from the independent work time
· Provide another opportunity for active engagement
· Provide a prompt to initiate student conversation, “Turn and tell your partner…”

	Problem Solving
	To build community and solve a problem
	

	Review
	· To recall previous strategies /prior learning
· To build repertoire of strategies
· To contextualize learning
	Pose a “review” question to the class: “Today we learned one revision strategy. What other revision strategies do you use?” These strategies may be listed on a chart.

	Looking Ahead to Tomorrow
	Introduce a new teaching point – set-up for the next mini-lesson
	

	Celebratory
	· Celebration of learning
· Boost student morale
· Promote membership in the “literacy club”
	· Share the work of 2-3 students
· Provide an opportunity for a whole class share: “You are all such amazing writers - you wrote so much today! Writers, hold up your open notebooks so that we can see all of the great work you have done.”



Source:  Teachers College Reading and Writing Project
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Optional Assessment/Conferring Tool – Kindergarten Unit 2: Launching the Writing Workshop Class Profile of Teaching and Learning Points 
	





Student Names
	Writers think, picture, and say their stories to themselves and a partner.
	Writers sketch their stories.
	Writers label their sketches.

	Writers keep working by adding more to their picture, words, or by starting a new piece.

	Writers use supplies independently.

	Writers sketch and do the best they can.
	Writers put their stories into words.
	Writers stretch and write the sounds they hear first.
	Writers spell the sounds they hear and keep writing.

	Writers use an ABC chart to find and write letters.
	Writers have a system for organizing their writing.
	Writers progress to writing longer stories.

	Writers select and improve a piece to share with others.
	Writers share their finished pieces with a partner.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







    



Kindergarten Launching Editing Checklist

      Name:  ____________________________

	I checked for…
	
	

	
	capital “I”
	[image: http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/q/L/blnksym2.gif]i     I

	
	
word wall words
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	spaces between words
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